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Internal Dialogue and Ashura Scenes
in the Epic of Imam Hussein (Peace Be Upon Him)
(An Analytical Study)

Assistant Professor Dr. Zaid Abdul Hussein Yousif

Jabir Ibn Hayyan University for Medical and Pharmaceutical Sciences
College of Medicine — Al-Najaf Al-Ashraf

Email: Zaid.iq83@gmail.com

Abstract

Most of the ancient and modern Arabic poetry is characterized by lyricism, where the poet
expresses his feelings, emotions, and life experiences through artistic and literary expression.
However, has modern poetry remained confined to its lyricism, or has it incorporated expressive
and artistic methods from its prose counterpart? This is based on the convergence of literary genres,

which have become unified after the removal of boundaries between them.

The study at hand reveals the convergence of expressive techniques between poetry and prose,
applied by the researcher to the epic of Imam Hussein (peace be upon him) by the poet George
Shukr. Among its literary lines and poetic images, the researcher found prose-like expressive means
that require scholars to examine them. This helps the Arab reader understand the literary horizons
achieved by the contemporary poet when he addressed the issue of Karbala. Notably, the poet did
not remain confined to the historical event. Furthermore, the studied poet intertwined contemporary
life with the scenes of Karbala as a remedy for his life’s reality, and this was understood from his

reflections in his poetic text through narrative and dialogical methods.

Therefore, we found it preferable to choose the theme of internal dialogue, which is concerned
with revealing the psychological and inner sentiments during interaction with reality, events, and
characters, and the extent of their influence. This is evident in a verbal, poetic, dialogical, and
dynamic manner. The researcher did not find benefit in the pictorial or rhetorical studies that explain
the poet’s linguistic and rhetorical capabilities from usage, nor in highlighting the capabilities and

beauties of the language in the spoken and uttered words.

Keywords: Monologue, George Shukr, Imam Hussein (peace be upon him), Internal Dialogue
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