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The Cultural Contribution of Foreign Travelers in Documenting the History
of Karbala During the 19th Century: An Analytical Study of Models from the
Period 1881-1765 AD

Assist. Prof. Khadija Hassan Ali Al-Qasir
University of Kufa | College of Arts

khadijahalgaser@uokufa.edu.iq

Abstract

Trips have received wide attention over the historical ages, to the extent that they have become
a widely spread literature. The Arabs have shown great interest in travel literature, as it was one of
the most enjoyable literary arts and closest to their hearts. The importance of travel books lies in the
narratives of the travelers and the presentation of historical events, accompanied by literary images,
strange anecdotes, thrilling stories, and wonderful scenes. The traveler reveals the culture of others
and expresses personal experiences encountered during the journey. Therefore, travel literature is one
of the most prominent means of historical and cultural documentation, contributing to the transfer
of cultures and knowledge from one place to another. Among the travelers who have distinctly
documented cities and historical sites, we find those who visited the city of Karbala and actively
contributed to documenting its history, thus enhancing its cultural and historical identity, succeeding
in preserving heritage and promoting cultural understanding and communication between different
cultures. The fame of the city of Karbala, gained from the shrines of Imam Hussein and his brother
Abu al-Fadl (peace be upon them), and the history of their construction, has captivated the minds
of travelers and orientalists who traveled through regions and documented the city’s architecture
and shrines during different periods. Their writings provided vivid descriptions of the nature of the
construction, the eras it passed through, its main components, and the significance the city holds in
the sanctity in the hearts of the followers and adherents of the Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon them).
Since trips and travelers are not limited to a specific period of time because they depend on the
individual’s love of curiosity and exploration, therefore, our study attempts to uncover the identity
of the travelers who visited the city during the nineteenth century AD (1801-1900) AD and recorded
their observations or what they heard from the mouths of contemporaries while they were traveling in
the city. Its various regions, and a sample of these travelers and orientalists was chosen to demonstrate
the role they played in enriching the heritage of Karbala and displaying it to the world.

keyworod: Karbala, travelers and geographers, Imam Hussein shrine, Abu al-Fadl al-Abbas shrine.
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