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Authority and Guardianship in Three Divine Religions

Asst. Prof. Dr. Mohammed Ali Qasim Al-Saadi
Ministry of Education — Directorate of Education, Baghdad Al-Rusafa First

Albahadli74@gmail.com

Abstract

This research explores the concepts of authority and guardianship (wilayah) from both linguistic
and terminological perspectives, drawing upon religious sources in the Holy Qur’an and the
Prophetic Sunnah. It traces the relationship between these two concepts within Islamic thought
and sheds light on their application in work and administration. The study also examines how
these concepts are addressed in the three Abrahamic religions (Judaism, Christianity, and Islam).
The research concludes by highlighting the importance and objectives of guardianship in building
a just society and establishing the principles of sound leadership. It ultimately finds that authority
derives its legitimacy only through legitimate guardianship rooted in divine values and justice,
and that the integration of authority with guardianship is essential to ensuring righteousness and

fairness in governance and professional practice.

Keywords: authority, guardianship, divine laws (scriptures)
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