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The role of religious authority in preserving the unity of Iraq
(a study in the fatwas of scholars Yazdi, Shirazi and Sistani)

Dr. Thamer Makki Ali
College of Arts/Al-Mustansiriya University

Summary

Throughout the history of modern and contemporary Iraq, the religious
reference has constituted a vital beacon of the Iraqi society in all the heroic
stances witnessed by it, and it was the safety valve for the unity of Iraq in
its lands and sovereignty. The attacker that was besetting the country, which
put it on the threshold of a decisive stage of armed struggle and the sacred
duty to confront the forces of infidelity, that duty called for by the religious
authorities in Najaf, when they sensed that Islam was in danger, and most of
the Iraqi society was ready to respond to its repeated calls This was evident
in the conditions that paved the way for the Twentieth Revolution, which
was led by the tribes of the Middle Euphrates, with the blessing of Ayatollah
Muhammad Taqi al-Shirazi (may his honorable secret be sanctified), who was
residing at that time in the holy Karbala, which forced the British to form a
national government in Iraq.

History will also record, for Mr. Yazdi and Mirza Muhammad Taqi al-Shirazi
(may God sanctify their secret) and Sayyid Ali al-Hussaini al-Sistani (his
shadow be long), and those who helped them from among the scholars,
their rise above the level of sectarian affiliations, to emerge as leaders of all
Iraqis and of their various sects. And if death had interrupted the role that
Shirazi assumed, Mr. Al-Sistani continued to act as a leader for all Iraqis in

his response to the consolidation of the goals of national reconciliation. In
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addition to his movement to demand the building of national armed forces to
defend the country's security and its borders, after what was known as ISIS'
occupation of Mosul in June 2014.

Following the fatwa issued by Sayyid Kazem al-Yazdi in 1915 and Sheikh
Muhammad Tagqi al-Shirazi (may God sanctify their secret) in June 1920,
many tribal leaders were forced to declare a revolution against the British
because the pressure of public opinion was too strong to resist. With the fatwa
of the supreme reference, it can be said that had it not been for the fatwa of
Sheikh Shirazi (may his secret be sanctified), some clan leaders known for
their hostility to the British could not revolt against them, as the British could
provoke the clans opposed to them.

Those historical lessons and lessons remained in the memory of the Iraqis for
a century, until the situation turned into what it has become today in terms
of the emergence of new dark forces. Al-Wahid, and here was the voice of
the reference, the resounding cry that scattered the remnants of evil and the
enemies of the nation and humanity, when it issued the fatwa of sufficient
jihad that put everyone before his great national responsibilities in confronting
those terrorist groups.

The fatwa of sufficient jihad issued by Al-Sistani (may his shadow last) on the
thirteenth of June 2014 after the control of the terrorist gangs of ISIS and its
expansion in other regions, is considered as the first fatwa of jihad after the
fatwa of Sheikh Shirazi (may his secret be sanctified) in 1920.

As a result, hundreds of thousands of Iraqis answered the call of the rational
religious authority in Najaf, and took up arms to join the security forces. The
fatwa also played a major role in unifying the ranks of the Iraqis, and was

the basis for stopping the repercussions of terrorism. Since then, the Popular
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Mobilization has succeeded in liberating several areas that were under ISIS
control in southern Baghdad, Diyala and Salah al-Din.

Here, in particular, it is necessary to consider facts related to the relationship
between the religious authority issued by Mr. Yazdi and after him, Sheikh
Muhammad Taqi Shirazi (may God sanctify their secret) in 1920 and Mr.
Sistani (his shadow lasted) and the popular crowds that were formed thanks
to them to fight the foreign presence on Iraqi lands, and the two National and
institutional fatwas jihad.

Keywords: Religious reference, Iraq, Yazdi, Shirazi, Sistani.
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