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(The Martyrdom of al- Husayn Peace Be upon Him between the Historical

Conditionality and the Sanctity of Infinite Eternal Return)

Dr. Aksam Ahmed Fayad

Abstract

The research studies a sanctified historical case which is related to specific spatio-temporal
sphere; it is the role of commemorating the Fortieth-day Visit in the interconnection with the
case of al- Husayn’s Martyrdom (peace be upon him)« This cult enwraps the Islamic holy
heritage of the word Martyr in the person of al- Husayn who dedicated himself for rightness and
truth (peace be upon him)« The research thus endeavours to establish an approach illustrating

the pivots of the study.

The research begins with defining the meaning of the Visit and its association with al-
‘Atabah¢ It demonstrates the latter’s sanctity as a gate between the finite physical earthly
sphere with its infinite luminous counterpart which transcends space-time limits¢ After that« the
research manifests the elevated status and some characteristics of al- Husayn (peace be upon
him)« At this point« we reach the transmutation of time from being a historical moment to the
infinite eternal return; we reach the transformation of space from being a geographical sphere
named Karbala’ to a holy shrine commemorated every year on the 20th of Safar by rites of the
Fortieth-day Visit« The research« in this light« seeks to show the impact of these aspects on Man

and society.

Perhaps the combination of descriptive and analytical methods could be the most appropriate
way to approach the interconnective holy rites of the Fortieth-day Visit« The research depends
as well on the historical method due to necessities imposed by the nature of the study which

traces some incidents related to al- Husayn’s martyrdom (peace be upon him) and to the Visit.

Keywords: Karbala’« Fortieth-day Visit¢ ‘Atabah¢ Sanctuary« Interconnection«« Cosmology.
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