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Legitimacy and Dimensions of The Fortieth Day Visit

Dr. Falih Hassan Ali Al-Quraishi

Al-Imam Al-Sadeq University (peace be upon him)

Abstract

Visits to holy sites occupy an important position in the personality of a religious person regardless of
his/her religion and its impact is not limited to performing religious duties, but extends to the person’s
relation to leaving “disliked” (makrouh) doings and performing “recommendable” (mustahabb) doings
that have positive effects on a person’s consciousness, behavior and thinking. Hence, visiting Sacred sites
and performing other recommendable doings tie the person closely with values of virtue, sacrifice, and
loyalty leaving a profound impact on the entrenchment of those values in his/her character. These visits
are specifically impactful when paid to the Sacred Shrines of the “Prophets’ Family” (Ahl Albeit) (peace
be upon them) In particular, mainly Imam Al-Hussain’s (peace be upon him) Shrine on the tenth of Mu-
harram and on The Fortieth Day after his martyrdom. The Fortieth Day Visit is considered one of the
most important and largest visits in the history of Muslims and followers of (Ahl Albeit), and was called
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the "Al-Ansar Visit" (supporters’ visit) in reference to the supporters of Imam Al-Hussain (peace be upon
him). Infallible Ahl Albeit Imams have always urged their followers to perform its rituals. This visit is a
constant affirmation of loyalty to Imam Al-Hussain’s Rise against tyranny, and its immortal course, it is a
clear message to all tyrants in the world, and a resounding cry in the face of oppressors and autocrats, stat-
ing that living by the principles of Imam Al-Hussein (peace be upon him) is a firm and entrenched faith in
the minds of the nation. The Islamic history bears the most beautiful images, lessons, and morals, and the
Islamic heritage is rich in various scientific, social, spiritual and jihadist fields.... The Real Epic of Imam
Al-Hussain is the most prominent of those heroic events, it has affected the broad Islamic community, kept
Islam from being lost, entrenched the Islamic identity, uncovered falsehood and revealed the truth of the
insincere fake people who pretended to be Muslims. Imam Al-Hussain’s (peace be upon him) revolution
defeated falsehood through the real epic of Karbalaa’. However, many tyrants from Umayyad tribe (Bani
Umayah) and Al-Abbas Tribe (Bani al-Abbas) have tried to eliminate the effect and course of this real epic,
and tried to eliminate its significant effects on the consciousness of Muslims and non-Muslims at those
times. Openness to the Imam (peace be upon him) and his real epic rise as a splendid model of Islamic and
humanitarian values, represents a high degree of political, Islamic and humanitarian awareness, because
the Imam moved and set off in response to the nation that was suffering from injustice and poverty, and
the perverse conditions under the authority of Umayyad ruler. Imam Al-Hussain’s (peace be upon him)
famous statement was (I moved and set off to demand reform in my Grandfather’s (peace be upon him)
nation). Imam Al-Hussain (peace be upon him) was living the cause with his mind, heart, historical respon-
sibility, and his Islamic obligation, and he conveyed his sense of humanity to the society, so he said “Who
accepts me through accepting the right, then God is the First in accepting the right”, therefore he did not
call for leadership and personal succession but called for support of the “right” associated with God. This
multi-million persons visit to Karbala, The Fortieth Day Visit of Imam Al-Hussain is one of the strongest
messages that Al-Hussain lovers send to every past and present domineering and tyrant ruler, telling those
rulers we reject you and you have failed to eliminate us, Imam Al-Hussain’s (peace be upon him) principles
have triumphed because they are for our sake and he with those principles have become a sanctuary for all
believers and free humans of different religions, sects, and affiliations. This visit shall remain, extend, and
expand to doomsday. We are therefore required to answer the following quests:

- Explain the legitimate origin of The Fortieth Day Visit, its history and the sacred narrations that con-
firmed it.

- How has this historical ritual evolved? Highlight this ritual and its historical roots.

- Reveal the presence of this outstanding visit in our social and religious life.

- Its spiritual, ideological, political, social and cultural benefits, and positive effects.

- Utilize this ritual in social and political reform and in confronting financial and administrative corruption.

- Marching, crying, and the analogy through acting the events of the battle (Imam Al-Hussain’s (peace be
upon him) Theatre) to take them as moral lessons.

- To refine the practices of this multi-million persons visit ensuring the removal of
few novel fads and misconduct, and this to ensure nothing touches the sanctity of the blessed event

Keywords: The Fortieth Day Visit, Multi Million Persons Visit, Islamic History, Imam Al-
Hussain’s (peace be upon him) Real Epic, Karbalaa’ Tragic Epic.
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