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THE BASIC STANDARDS FOR HEALTH & SAFTY DURING AR-

BAEIN (1443 H./ 2021) IN KERBALA

Pr.Muhsin Al-Mossawi

Iraq Education Foundation (NGO) Kerbala

Abstract

Every year the city of Karbala welcomes millions of pilgrims seeking the shrine of Imam Hussien
(A.S.) during the month of Safar for the Arbaein occasion. The occasion this year (1443 H./ 2021) is tak-
ing place during the Covid 19 pandemic which is one of the worse global problems since the nineteenth
century. About four million people (3,926,977) have died and the fatality cases are still rising with many
new strains. This situation demands extraordinary precautions to be undertaken to mitigate the impact
of the pandemic during what is known to be the largest religious annual gathering in the world with a

count of about 20 million people.
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However, it is possible to implement the following steps with sufficient number of volunteers through

different committees in an Islamic community. Each committee is needed to oversee the volunteer’s ca-

pabilities and to a provide good training well ahead of time before the peak gathering occurs. Below are

some suggestions of some of the minimal requirements to be considered.

Organizing specialised medical and nursing services with medical educators and general volunteer
committees, where, some of them will help in checking the health safety documents(negative test

&vaccination
for every visitor entering the boarders and encourage those who did not
get the vaccine to get it soon.

Implementing sanitary procedures according to WHO recommendations within hospitals and medical
treatment centres; with strict attention on personal protective equipment (PPE) for all medical and

clinical staff, patients and visitors of the hospitals and medical treatment centres.

Implementing a strict control on the catering facilities and food hygiene that is distributed on the
roadside facilities and food stands with a special emphasis on using deposable plates, spoons, cups...

etc.

To ensure application of all hygiene principles such as the wearing of face masks and social distancing

in service stations on the roads with special attention to ventilation facilities during sleeping hours.

To encourage the majority of the visitors to not enter the shrines of Imam Hussein (A.S.) and Imam
Abbas (A.S.) and recite the zyarat from a distance with all the safety control measures in place. This
includes abiding by social distancing rules and wearing face masks; this will also be implemented
for all the group members entering the holy shrines.

Keywords: Holy Karbalac Imam Hussein (peace be upon him)¢ Corona virus¢ the Arbaeen

visit.
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