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The role of literature in the Iraqi revolution of 1920

(Studying the renaissance poems of Muhammad Mahdi Al-

Jawahiri as an example)

Kobra Roshanfekr Khadijeh Shahmohammadi
Professor In Department MA Arabic Language and
of in Arabic Language and Literature« University of
Literature« TarbiatModares Shahid Beheshti<Tehrane
University«Tehran¢ Iran Iran
Abstract

Iraq was the cradle of culture and civilization and one of the most important
countries in the Middle East. Because of its special geographical and
strategic location¢ it has become the aspiration of foreigners throughout
the past centuries< when it fell into the clutches of British colonialism. It is
certain that the existence of persecutions and revolutions had a great impact
on the economy¢ thought and culture¢ especially on Iraqi literature. The
1920 Iraqi revolution was at the height of popular anger and resentment as
a result of the surrender of Iraq to the British government¢< which led to a
huge mass movement known in Iraqi history as the Twentieth Revolution
or the 1920 Revolution. Among the leaders of this revolution were Shiite
scholars¢ especially Sheikh Muhammad Taqi al-Shirazi¢ the mujtahid and the
greatest marja’ in the Islamic world at that time« and one of the most senior
commanders of the Revolutionary Guards. Committed Iraqi poets and writers«
along with the defenseless Iraqi people¢« have entered the arena of struggles
against colonialism and helped their countrymen achieve independence and

freedom with the weapon of the pen. They incited the Iraqi people to struggle
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against the occupiers. This research¢ within the descriptive approach« tried
to reveal the role of Al-Jawahiri< who is considered in the forefront of these
poets of the Renaissance against the occupation¢ and who is considered one
of the participants in it in the vanguard of his poems. He sang three poems in
this revolution« which are: the poem¢ the poem and the poem. In it¢ the poet
also incites the Iraqi people and glorifies their stubbornness and daring in the
face of the British¢ and glorifies the clever religious and military leadership
of the jihadist scholar Sheikh Muhammad Taqi al-Shirazi.

Keywords: Iraq¢ 1920 revolution¢ Sheikh Muhammad Taqiyat Shirazi¢ The
new Iraqi literature« Muhammad Mahdi Al-Gawahry.
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