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The role of religious authority in consolidating national
identity after 2003

Prof. Hussein Aliwi Nasser Al-Ziyadi
Dhi Qar University-College of Arts
Abstract

National identity is the outcome of the civilization of peoples and their
cultural heritage and intellectual depth. It is a set of commonalities that
distinguish a people from other peoples of the world. The national identity has
no connection with the existing political system at some point in time. Rather«
some political systems have contributed in one way or another to the crushing
of this identity« which is It is responsible for fragmenting the national identity
into sub-identities that do not meet the aspirations of its people. Before 2003«
Iraq witnessed a complete absence of a comprehensive concept of national
identity« and this continued after 2003« when multiple partisan¢ regional and
sectarian identities emerged. In the face of this great challenge« the religious
authority stood up in Al-Najaf Al-Ashraf is at the forefront of those who
tackle the cultivation of national identity¢ its permanence and rooting it¢ by
spreading the spirit of unity and peaceful coexistence among the components
of the Iraqi people.

.The research stems from the hypothesis that: ““The religious authority after
2003 contributed to strengthening the Iraqi national identity through its stances
and speeches. It was found through the research that the religious authority
inherited a heavy legacy with regard to the national identity and that after
2003 it was able« through its speeches and behavior« to enhance the concept
of national unity and avoid the country’s risk of slipping into sectarian war.

Keywords: religious authority« national identity« peaceful coexistence.
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