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The role of religious authority in preserving national identity

The fatwas of Sheikh Shirazi as an example
Assistant Professor Dr.Ghsoon Mezher Hussein
Department of History
College of Arts / Al-Mustansiriya University

Summary

The contemporary history of Iraq witnessed important political events,
which formed historical turning points, the most prominent of which was
the resistance of the Iraqi people against the British occupation. Therefore,
many national leaders and spiritual leaders emerged around whom the people
gathered to achieve freedom and independence. The most prominent example
of this national cohesion and rallying around national symbols is cohesion.
Between the leaders of the religious authority and its scholars with the people
of all sects at the beginning of the twentieth century, especially after the end
of the First World War and Britain’s progress to occupy the areas that were
controlled by the Ottoman Empire.

The religious authority has played dangerous roles in the history of the
Islamic nation, through its fatwas that it issued at sensitive times in modern
history, and it had a great impact on the course of events, as happened, for
example, in the fatwa of jihad against British colonialism, which was issued
by the references of tradition in Iraq in 1918. , which stipulated fighting the
English and the prohibition of dealing with them, as well as the famous fatwa
of Mirza Muhammad Taqi al-Shirazi on January 23, 1919 AD, which forbade

participation in a referendum aimed at establishing a British administration
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in Iraq, and the fatwa of jihad in the twenty-first revolution on June 30, 1920
against the British occupation of Iraq.

The British realized that the fatwa was a weapon they could not confront,
because they simply could not comprehend or understand the issue, and what
makes an entire people or entire peoples obey one man in something and
abide by what he says, so they resorted to twisted and dirty methods in order
to confront the spiritual authority for religious reference.

Hence our research came to study the prominent historical and political
role of the positions of the reference Sheikh Muhammad Taqi Al-Shirazi
and the role of the fatwa issued by him in preserving the Arab and Islamic
identity of Iraq in the face of the British project in placing a British ruler
over Iraq, by confronting the referendum process in 1919, which I tried to
conduct The British occupation authorities in certain cities of Iraq, cities that
have an important religious and political weight, especially after Britain and
France reneged on their promise to establish Arab states in the region after the
withdrawal of the Ottoman influence from the Arab region. Period.
Keywords: religious reference, national identity, Sheikh Muhammad Tagqi al-

Shirazi.
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state),University of Texas press - Austin, USA, first edition , 2012, p 12-.
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20. Abbas Kadhim ,Reclaiming Iraq (The 1920 Revolution and tl;e founding

of the state),University of Texas press - Austin, USA, first edition , 2012.



