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The role of the religious authority in consolidating the Iraqi
national identity 1914 - 2014

Prof.Sist. Dr. Ali Jassim Mohammed Al-Tamimi
Prof.Sist. Dr. Saad Ali Hussein Al-Tamimi

Abstract:

It is clear the role of the supreme religious authority in preserving, rooting
and emphasizing national identity, especially in times of crisis and adversity.
Over the course of a century, the supreme religious authority has played a
prominent, effective and important role in emphasizing the national spirit
and the national dimension among the Iraqi people, and this emerged clearly
in 1914. When the Hawza, represented by the reference Sheikh Muhammad
Taqi al-Shirazi (may his secret sanctify), confronted the British occupation
and called for it to be confronted, fought and rid of by all Iraqis, regardless
of their religious, ethnic and sectarian affiliations, and to stress the call of all
the Iraqi people to stand up to Britain and expel it from Iraq, and this was for
this matter, a fundamental and decisive role in the outbreak of the twentieth
revolution against the British presence in Iraq.

This was repeated a century later when the supreme authority, Sayyid Ali al-
Sistani (may his shadow lasted), issued a fatwa for sufficient jihad to all the
Iraqi people without specifying a specific sect or doctrine to defend the land of
Iraq, the Iraqi people, and the holy sites against the terrorist attack represented
by the terrorist organization ISIS. And that blessed fatwa succeeded in
preserving the unity of Iraq’s land and people, and that fatwa had a decisive
role in striking all the schemes that sought to undermine Iraq and dividing its

identity into sub-identities that are easy to eliminate.
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Thus, it becomes clear to us the reality of the real, important and effective role
of the supreme religious authority over the ages in preserving and rooting the
national identity, preserving national unity and eliminating division among
the Iraqi people in order to get out of crises and dangerous situations in a
positive and successful manner that preserves the country’s existence and

dignity.
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