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The position of the religious reference Muhammad Tagqi al-Shirazi
From British policy in Iraq
Assistant. prof. Dr. Saif Adnan Irhayyim
The Iragia University College Of Arts
Abstract
The religious authority represented by the religious authority¢ Muhammad
Taqi al-Shirazi¢ played an active role in the contemporary history of Iraq.
This role that was assumed by him came according to the circumstances of
the stage in which the presence of the authority of the Ottoman Empire was
absent¢< which collapsed in front of the advance of British forces and the
complete absence of government institutions in Iraq.
One of the reasons that prompted Shirazi to intervene effectively and forcefully
was the new challenge that was represented in the British occupation¢ and the
first initiative of the religious reference was to announce the fatwa of jihad to
fight the British forces in Basra¢ and to stand with the Ottoman Empire« even
though it tried to ignore the role of the religious reference in its rule of Iraq
For four centuries¢ by sending his son Mirza Muhammad Rida to be among
the Mujahideen on the battlefields.
His role in calling for jihad did not end« but rather he faced a greater challenge
than before« which is to resist the British occupation policy« which wanted
to impose its policy on Iraq and try to link it to its colony in India. He also
faced the British administration forcefully through his rejection of the 1918
referendum« alerting the Iraqi people to the dangers of that referendum.
The persistence of the British administration and its failure to fulfill the
promises it made to Iraq¢ prompted Shirazi to call for the taking of rights

by force after he exhausted all his political attempts to demand his rights
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and culminated in the Twentieth Revolution< which prompted the British
administration to think seriously about forming a system of government that

satisfies the Iraqis.

al-Shirazi< Occupation¢ Strive< Revolution
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